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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 0426 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KU 

SUBJECT: PRICE AND AVAILABILITY ON Ml 63 VULCAN SYSTEM 

REF: (A) KUWAIT 5856 DTG 191406Z DEC 76 (NOTAL), 

(B) KUWAIT 5690 DTG 081431Z DEC 76, (C) SECSTATE 140456 
DTG 170430Z JUN 74 (NOTAL) 

1 . CHUSLOK HAS RECEIVED AN UNOFFICIAL GOK REQUEST FROM 
COL ABDUL AZIZ AL-SAYEGH (KUWAIT ARMED FORCES ACOFS FOR 
MATERIEL PROCUREMENT) FOR PRICE AND AVAILABILITY DATA ON 
85 REPEAT 85 VULCAN SELF-PROPELLED (SP) AIR DEFENSE GUNS. 

WHEN QUERIED AS TO SUPPORTING EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING, COL 
AL-SAYEGH INDICATED THAT HE WAS NOT SURE, BUT BELIEVED THE 
GOK IS INTERESTED IN A "COMPLETE PACKAGE". 

2. ALTHOUGH THIS REQUEST WAS NOT RECEIVED OFFICIALLY IN 
WRITING FROM MOD, PAST EXPERIENCE INDICATES THAT WHEN COL 
AL-SAYEGH HAS MADE SIMILAR REQUESTS, THEY HAVE HAD GOK 
APPROVAL. 

3. RECOMMEND THAT USG APPROVE IN PRINCIPLE THE SALE OF THE 
VULCAN SYSTEM TO THE GOK FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 
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A. THE VULCAN IS PRIMARILY A DEFENSIVE WEAPON SYSTEM WHICH 
COULD NOT REASONABLY BE SEEN TO BE PROVOCATIVE TO OTHER 
STATES IN THE GULF REGION. 

B. THE GOK HAS A REQUIREMENT FOR A SHORT-RANGE GUN OR 
MISSILE SYSTEM TO COMPLEMENT THE IHAWK IF IT IS EVER TO HAVE 
A VIABLE AIR DEFENSE. THIS WAS RECOMMENDED BY A DEFENSE 
SURVEY CONDUCTED BY A U.S. MILITARY TEAM IN 1972. THUS, THE 
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KUWAITI MILITARY HAS BEEN AWARE OF THIS NEED SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF ITS EFFORT TO BUILD AN AIR DEFENSE AND HAS BEEN 
LOOKING INTO THE PURCHASE OF A SOVIET ANTI AIRCRAFT SYSTEM 
(ZSU-23-4). 

C. FOLLOWING AMBASSADOR'S EXPRESSION OF CONCERN TO 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE (REF B), IT APPEARS THAT GOK HAS COME 
TO CONCLUSION THAT, FOR SECURITY REASONS, IT SHOULD NOT 
PURCHASE AIR DEFENSE SYSTEMS WHICH CANNOT BE INTEGRATED 
(BECAUSE OF TECHNICAL SECURITY) WITH THE IHAWK SYSTEM. AS 
A RESULT, GOK MUST EITHER TURN TO USG FOR A LOW LEVEL ANTI- 
AIRCRAFT WEAPON OR FIND ANOTHER SOURCE THAT IS ACCEPTABLE 
TO USG. 

4. ALTHOUGH EMBASSY DOES NOT HAVE COPY OF REF C, WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT IT INDICATED PREVIOUS APPROVAL BY STATE 
FOR RELEASE OF AN OFFER OF THE VULCAN TO THE GOK ON AN FMS 
BASIS IN IUNE 1974. 

5. AMBASSADOR RECOMMENDS THAT GOK REQUEST TO PURCHASE THE 
VULCAN AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM BE APPROVED. IF APPROVAL 
GRANTED, WE WOULD APPRECIATE HAVING, IN ADDITION TO THE 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION ON THE PRICE AND AVAILABILITY OF 

THE VULCAN GUN, AN ESTIMATED PRICE FOR AN 85 GUN 
"COMPLETE PACKAGE", SO THAT WE COULD HAVE SOME IDEA OF ORDER 
OF MAGNITUDE OF COST FOR THIS SYSTEM. REALIZE EXTREME DIFF- 
ICULTY OF ATTEMPTING TO PROVIDE PRICING INFO ON A "COMPLETE 
PACKAGE" BECAUSE OF THE MANY UNKNOWNS; THEREFORE, REQUEST 
THAT SUCH EFFORT NOT UNNECESSARILY DELAY THE RESPONSE TO 
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REQUEST FOR APPROVAL OF SALE OF VULCAN TO KUWAIT. 
SUTHERLAND 
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